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IDC leadershrp program to teach prmcrples of liberal democracy, polltrcal Zromsm

¢ By BEN HARTMAN

program at the Interdlsc1-
pim

ary- Center, Herzhya, will
bring: together 25 of the coun-
tgy s best “and" bnghtest stu-
' August in an effort to

that con trtute the foundatron

1ga1 'Leadership at the Ii)C' ]

Lauder School of Government,
lgrplomacy and; Strategy;will

prov1de the'25 university;stu-
-dents with room, board and a-
$2,000 stipend to ;spend. the
" month - in "discussions swith -
some of Istael’s leading teach- -
L ers and pubhc mtellectuals,

‘the ‘next generation of
Iéaders in the prrncrples of Tib- -
eral democracy and the ideas-
~Ephraim" Katsh ‘and " Jewish
Agency charrman Natan Sha—» '

1nclud1ng Hebrew Un1versrty

-professots Ruth Gavison and

Yehezkel Dror, IDC Dean
Amnon -Rubinstein - and Tel
Aviv Univer31ty professors Asa

‘Kasher and Dan Ben-David. o
Tentative participants mclude i

former Supreme. Court presi:

dent Aharon Barak, King's Col- - :

lege. . ‘London . “professor

ransky. -

"~ The’ proiect is bemg support- ‘
«ed by'the T1kvah Fund in New. '
'York ‘

Program coordrnator and'
“IDC- professor. ~Alisa- Rubin

Peled ‘told . The Jerusalem Post

on’ ’Iuesday -that .the project.
hopes to address a feeling that -

Israeh pohtlcrans have forsak-

en the Vlsron of thev state’s
founders. ‘ »

“The’ basic idea behind the
program is that it's obvious

~that we have a leadership prob--
“lem in"Israél,: and ouir idea is.
that to. change.our system, you
“need to understand the politi-"
cal condition of Israel and the
. Jewrsh people 4 she said. :
- . The. progtam will “look at ’
Jewish _political - thought and
organization: and--the -princi-
ples of the original "Zionist:
thinkers,” through an. exami-"

nation of the documents. they
wrote; said Rubin Peled, ‘who

~ heads the IDC’s' Argov Fellows

Program in Leadership . and
Diplomacy.
“If we want to ﬁx thlngs, we

‘need to look at what our big 7

ideas were. It doesn't seem hke

‘the- polrtrcrans are ‘thinking

‘about the big ideas. We need to
get back to these ideas, and fig-
ure out: ‘What's our vision?
What or who do we want to
be? What does it mean to be a

good c1trzen7 We'll ‘really be

going back to the original ‘big

" - ideas,” Rubin Peled said.

Students and professors will

, discuss the principles of liberal
~democracy and will examine

in-depth one' domestic policy

. issue and one forergn pohcy ,

issue.

The foreign issue- wrll be
Israeli policies and- the rules of
warfare, a choice Rubin Peled

* said was made largely due to

the UN’s:Goldstone Report on

‘the 2009 Gaza War.

The domestrc focus wrll be

on the current économic poli- -

cies in Israél, in particular the
issites of privatization and mar-

ket reforms, and.an-examina-

tion of social issu€s:

Rubin Peled said the domes-, '
_tic section wrll focus on’ the
Arab’ and’ haredi’ sectots in-
deépth, and ‘will* include the’
participation of Taub . Center -
Director ‘Prof. Ben-David, who
- has

performed ‘exterisive
research on the effect the edu-

cation systern has had and will -

continué to" have on the
national economy:

‘Even: though the- program -
has a focus on “Tewish-Zionist”

1deals, Rubin’ Peled said it is
open, to-all sectors-of society,

* including the Orthodox and‘

Arabs Organrzers

said. Applications have ‘been
submitted for ' students ' in

thany-different ﬁelds, -and-not

just from political science stu-
dents as they expected.

Stanford University professor

Peter Bérkowitz, co-director of
the program, said it will seek to

 teach students the principles of

liberal democracy and liberal

-educatron while also’ dis-
cussmg arguments "made by"

those who question whether a
state that défines itself as Jew-

‘have
, recéeived nominations for ‘a
number of Arab students, she

ish-can'be consrdered a democ- :

racy.
“Qne of the key aims of the
program is to expose students

to the controversy of how Israel ,

reconciles its Jewish cha'r'aé'té'

‘Tikvah Program “believe in Tib-
- etal education and believe thaf

ic and Jewish state,” they fee

= ‘n‘nnl‘:l"
'11'nn1 '

"‘~-\'

and its liberal character. We':

want very much to expose stu-" ..
 dents to the different issues and
to examine both the argu- .
ments in favor and both the -
_arguments that are critical,” he B

said.
An understandmg of the..,-' .
arguments against a policy.ora .

system ‘is"essential to under-:- .

standing the system. itself :
Berkowitz said. - ¢
While: the organizers of the

yes, Israel is a liberal demiocta

is important to show stude‘rrts
all sides-of the argument for".

~and against the Jewish state as

a democratrc state, he sard
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